
QUALITY SURVEY

Toyota Motor Corp. tumbled to third place in
Consumer Reports’ annual quality survey, while
FordMotorCo. narrowed its gapwith the Japanese,
leaving the other domestic car manufacturers in
the dust.

The results of the influential survey, whichwere
presented Tuesday to the Auto-
motivePressAssociation,werea
blow to Japan’s leading auto-
maker, which has long set the
standard for quality in the auto-
motive industry. But they of-
fered some much-needed good
news for Ford, which is strug-
gling to stem a decade-long de-
cline in U.S. market share.

David Champion, senior di-
rector of Consumer Reports’ auto test center, said
Ford’s quality remains below Toyota and Honda,
but added theDearborn automaker is nowcompet-
ingwith those brands instead ofwith the otherU.S.
manufacturers.

Average

1. Honda
2. Acura
3. Scion
4. Subaru
5. Toyota
6. Lexus
7. Infiniti
8. Mitsubishi
9. Porsche
10. Buick
11. Mercury
12. Mini
13. Ford
14. Lincoln
15. Hyundai
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Alarmed byMichigan’s nation-
leading rate of FHA foreclosures,
federal officials are stepping in to
arrange counseling for defaulting
homeownersandmayrewardreal
estate agents for reselling proper-
ties.

Nearly 4 percent of Michigan’s
Federal Housing Administration
loans — 5,235 — were foreclosed
on in the 12 months ending Sept.
30, according to data compiled
last week; payments on about
9,000moreareat least 90daysde-
linquent in Wayne, Oakland and
Macomb counties. Michigan’s

rate is the highest in any state
since at least 2002, and further ce-
ments thestateas thecenterof the
nation’s housing crisis.

Experts say those numbers bol-
ster the belief thatMichigan’s fore-
closure problems go much deeper
than the struggles seennationwide
with subprime and adjustable rate
mortgages. They blameMichigan’s
overall economic troubles for driv-
ing up the numbers in the some-
what less risky FHA loans, which
require low down payments and
are aimed at low- and middle-in-
come borrowers.

“In Michigan, we have deter-
mined that the situation has just
gotten so severe we need to get out

Feds to offer
counseling to
struggling
homeowners
By Christine MacDonald
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Read related
reports and post
your comments
at detnews.com/metro.

"#’& %$’ —PercyShawsays
he’ll replay the fiery crash scene
over and over in his head for the
rest of his life.

From his home on Detroit’s
west side, the 71-year-old retired
Ford assembly line worker tear-
fully recalled his feeling of help-
lessness Monday night when his
19-year-old daughter, Porsha, her

23-year-old boyfriend, Broderick
Green, and his 69-year-old long-
time friend Dorothy Lewis died
in their burning car.

A semitruck loaded with pro-
duce struck them frombehind as

they used their car to push
Shaw’s stalled 2000 Mercury Sa-
ble in the right-hand lane of In-
terstate 94 inMarshall.

“I called my daughter to pick
me up — that’s what makes me
feel so bad, but some things can-
not be helped,” Shaw said.

“Shewas too young to die. She
was too young to die,” he said of
his youngest child. “My baby’s
gone. I’ll never get over it. It will
be with me the rest of my life. I’d
rather it beme.”

Shaw and Lewis were on their
way back from Chicago, where
they attended a reunion for na-
tives of Rosedale, Miss. Shaw’s
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Newly recommended
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BMW 7 Series
BMW X3
Cadillac STS (V-6)
Chrysler 300 (V-8)
Dodge Charger
Ford Explorer (V-6)
Ford F-150
Ford Mustang

Jaguar S-Type
Jeep Commander
Kia Sportage
Mazda RX-8
Porsche 911
Saab 9-3
Volkswagen Jetta (5 cyl.)
Volvo S40 (non-turbo)

Not recommended
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BMW 6 Series
Chevrolet Suburban
Chevrolet Tahoe
Chrysler 300 (V-6)
Dodge Ram 1500
GMC Yukon
GMC Yukon XL

Hyundai Entourage
Kia Amanti
Kia Sedona
Lexus GS (V-6, AWD)
Pontiac G6
Toyota Camry (V-6)
Toyota Tundra (V-8, 4WD)
Volkswagen Passat (V-6)
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final list should
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’C N; I8 Toyota’s
woes show it’s
not invincible. D$
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But Consumer Reports finds Asians lead in vehicle reliability

&*,%
GAINS

.* 1* ."
SLIPS

Daughter, 2 others die
in fiery highway crash
while trying to help
Detroiter in disabled car.

By Oralandar
Brand-Williams
and Mike Wilkinson
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Chrysler LLC was determined
to protect its leeway to rework its
product lineupandplana future in
private, which is why it refused to
grant the United Auto Workers
long-term product commitments
likethosepromisedbyGeneralMo-
torsCorp., sources close tonegotia-
tions said Tuesday.

Manyworkerswereholding out
hope that Chrysler would match

GM’s strategy of promising that
factories would get work building
specific cars and trucks well be-
yond thecontract’s 2011 expiration.
The lack of such commitments in
the Chrysler contract could be a
sticking point when the company’s
45,000 rank and file vote on the
contract in coming days.

But the smallest of Detroit’s Big
Three has a strategic direction
that’s still evolving and a model li-
neup that could change dramat-
ically undernewowners andanew
management team.

Industry watchers say that de-
spite the risk of losing support
from workers, holding back on
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Workers want job

guarantees, but carmaker
argues it needs room to
adjust model lineup.

By Sharon Terlep
and Eric Morath
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